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The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National 


Guard, and others connected with aviation. 
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THE OIL 


DILUTION 


SYSTEM 





By’a Materiel Division Engineer 


On February 6, 1936, the pilot of an 
O-25C airplane, which had been left out 
Over night when the temperature was be- 
low 59 i., stepped into his airplane, 
started the engine, and took off in four 
minutes. This feat was made possible by 
an oil dilution system which, since that 
date, has been installed'in most new 
tactical Air Corps airplanes, 

The oil dilution system has been de- 
veloped after a large amount of inten- 
sive research. Its primary purpose is 
to provide a means of decreasing the 
viscosity of the engine oil in order to 
reduce the starting torque required to 
start an airplane engine under cold 
weather conditions, and to reduce the 
time of warm-w prior to take-off. This 
result is obtained by the use of an oil 
dilution line with necessary valve and 
fittings and a hopper type oil tank, The 
function of these units, although de- 
scribed in Technical Orders, will be 
briefly touched upon here. 


0il Dilution Line and Hopper Tank 


The oil dilution line leads from the 
pressure side of the fuel pump to the 
Oil inlet line to the engine, In this 
line is a metering jet, which meters the 
> of fuel added to the oil, anda 
shut-off valve operated from the cockpit 
to start or stop dilution, This valve 

rovides the pilot with a means of di- 
— the oil into the engine before 
stopp it. He should not neglect this 
precautionary measure if he anticipates 
difficulty in starting his engine due to 
cold weather. 

The hopper tank consists of an oil 
tank con os a a with a capacity 
of 13 to 2 gallons. e hopper is so 
installed in the tank that 011 returned 
from the engine enters the top of the 
hopper with a swirling or spiral motion, 
Passes down through the hopper to the 
outlet and thence back to the engine. 
The purpose of introducing the oil into 

he hopper in a swirling motion is to 
eliminate the air returned with the oil 
by the engine scavenging pump. The bot- 
tom of the hopper is so designed that 
Oil from the et has a direct passage 
to the engine, while oil from the tank 
can enter the noneee through an annular 
Opening at the bottom of the hopper, 








when the static head, or oil level, in 
the hopper becomes less than the static 
head, or oil level, in the tank, In 
this manner the oil in the hopper is 
recirculated through the engine many 
times, and as the oil is diminished by 
use, new oil from the tank forceg its 
way into the hopper. 

The advantages of this type of tank 

are as follows: 

a. When the oil dilution valve is 
opened, only the oil in the hop- 
per is diluted. 

b. After a few minutes of operation 
the oil in the oa <a is suffi- 
ciently warm for the diluent to 
vaporize off and oil of the ori- 
ginal viscosity remains. 

Recirculation of Oil 


It should be pointed out here that re- 
circulation of oil through the hopper 
with the resultant rapid rise in tempera 





| ture is not conducive to rine aoe of 
s 


the oil, since the oil temperature 
controlled by the thermostatic oil 
valve in the oil cooler. If the oil 
temperature regulator is functionin 
properly, the temperature of the oi 
out of the cooler will be held within 
fixed limits. The oil then returns to 
the tank, Since the cooling capacity 
of a tank is negligible, it makes no 
difference whether the oil returns at 
once to the engine through the hopper 
or remains for a time in the tank, It 
might be noted here, however, that if 
the engine scavenging is erratic, the 
0il level in the ao may drop, al- 
lowing a comparatively large amount of 
cold oil from the tank to enter the 
hopper at one time, So far as can be 
determined this has no deleterious ef- 
fect upon the engine. Poor scavenging 
on the part of the engine, however, 
has other more serious effects which 
will not be discussed here. 

The effect on the average age of the 
oil of recirculati the same oil is 
interesting. Assuming a hopper of 14- 
a Capacity and an engine consuming 

% gallons of oil an hour, it may be 
computed that at any time, regardless 
of the length of operation, the average 
age of the oil in the hopper will be 

(continued on Page 16) 
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DOUBLE BARS IN DEMAND Lieut. W.P. Ragsdale 
Lieut. W.R, Robertson 
Special Orders of the War Department, Lieut. A.H, Rogers 
recently issued, announced the promotion Lieut. 0,J. Cochrane 
of 36 first lieutenants of the Air Corps Lieut. C.K, Longacre 
to the grade of captain, with rank from Lieut. H,S. Williams, Hq. and Hq. 
February 2, 1939, viz: Sqdn., GHQ Air Force 


Lieut. E.M. Wittan, 2lst Reconnais- 
sance Squadron, GHQ Air Force 

Lieut. i Winstead, 2lst Recon- 
naissance Squadron, GHQ Air Force. 


Robert E.L. Pirtle 
Wilbur Erickson 
Lilburn D. Fator 
Archibald M, Kelley 
Ralph 0.Brownfield 
Joel E, Mallory 
Donald R, on 
Yarren H, Higgins 
Stanley K. Robinson 
Willard R, Shephard 
George W, Hansen 
Minton W, Kaye 

Aubry L. Moore 
Ronald R, Walker 
Lloyd H. Tull 
Francis M. Zeigler 
Frederic EGlantzberg 
Eugene H, Rice 


Leland S.Stranathan 
Ernest K, Warburton |. 
LeRoy Hudson 
Roland 0.S. Akre 

Paul E. Shanahan 

Roger V, Williams 

Frederick A, Pillet 
Wm, H, McArthur | 
Reginald Heber 
Homer L. Sanders | 
Draper F. Henry | 
Robert D., Johnston 

Walter R. Agee | 
Hansford W. Pennington | 


MATHEMATICAL PUZZLE 


The hangars at Langley Fiold, Va., 
are 110 feet wide. The long .dimension 
of each hangar parallels the warm-up 
| ramp, and the interval between hangars 

is only 130 feet. Can the B-15, whose 
wing span is 153 feet, be maneuvered 
into one of the center hangars? The 
Langley Field Correspondent declares 
' that tne answer is "yes," as the B-l5 
| has actually been squeezed into the 
| 49th Squadron hangar on two occasions, - 

| once last fall, when the hurricane 

15TH OBS, SQUADRON RECEIVES FIRST 0-47A | threatened Langley Field, and a second 

' | time for the engine change now under 
"At long last," declares the Scott ; way. 
Field Correspondent, "the Fifteenth Ob- | 
servation Squacron received its first 
O-47A's, The first four were ferried 
in from California by Major Raphael Baez, 
Nn po Fay 0. Dice, Lieuts. J.A.: Ronin 
an a V. Bastin, Air Corps. The 
last of the group came in on January. 





Guy F, Hix 

Murray C. Woodbury 
Paul B, Wurtsmith 

Wm, A.R. Robertson 


---000--~ 
LANGLEY FIELD ACTIVITIES 


About a year ago, the 49th Bombard- 
ment Squadron submitted as an Air Corps 
News Letter item the announcement that 
2lst, and since that time the Squadron | Lieut. C.E, LeMay had just smashed his 
has been busy with familiarization | first 25 straignt in skeet. Now the — 
flights and crewing. The Squadron ex-. 49th Squadron announces that this offi- 
pects to receive four additional 0-47A's | cer has just smashed 184 straight. 


during the latter part of February to § .. . _. _=#=== ‘ 
oman» the oe . ; Airplane B-17, No, 81, Captain R.B, 
winntOOcwe0=- : Williams, commanding, representing the 


Second Bombardment Group at the Cold 
Weather Tests at Seliridge Field,Mich., 
is at Langley Field waiting for suffi- 
; client ice, snow and low temperature at 
Selfridge to justify resumption of the 
| tests. 


STUDY IN NAVIGATION AT LANGLEY FIZLD 
The following-named Air Corps officers 


reckoning and celestial navigation at 


the Navigation School of the Second Bom- a a -d — 
bardment ‘Group at Langley Field, Va.: | . Px36'g are still being received by 
Captain I,M, Palmer the three squadrons of the 8th Pursuit 


Captain F,H, Robinson 
Captain J.A,. Samford 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
recently completed a course in dead - | 
| 
| 
} 
j 
| 
| 
‘ 


_| Group with open arms, and most of the 
, officers in the 35th Pursuit Squadron 


Lieut. T.L, Mosley ' have been checked out in them, The 
Lieut. C.W. Carlmark | News Letter Correspondent declares, 
Lieut. I.R. Selby ‘ however, "that we still have a warm 
Lieut. J.A, Feagin place in our hearts for. the PB's and 
Lieut. J.S. Sutton hope, we will be able to keep a few 


The Navigation School has commenced 
the first of two dead reckoning naviga- 
tion courses for the junior officers of 
the Second Bombardment Group. The best 
students of these two courses will be 
selected for a course in celestial navi- 
gation, The following officers are at- 
vending the present course: 

Lieut. J,H, Rothrock 
Lieut. R.A, Ping 
Lieut. C.H.W. Rueter 





> 


ct Sd 


around, " 

Lieut. Don Coupland, of the 35th Pur- 
suit Squadron, has been working 9n a 
glider target for several weeks (a 
hobby), and expects to test-hop it 
soon, The test will be made at Langley 
— and the target towed ri a C-6 

Chevrolet). The results will be pub- 
lished in this colum, 
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DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS AWARDED MAJOR HAYNES 


On the afternoon of Tuesday, February 
14, 1939, the Hon, Harry H. nee vdeo 
Secretary of War, before a disti shed 
company of foreign officials, officers 
of the War Department and of the America 


Red Cross, awarded the Army's Distinguish-Air Corps, United States Army, 


ed Flying Cross to Major Caleb V. Haynes, 
Sir Corps, for his feat in flying one of 
the Army's largest Bombers, loaded with 
medical supplies, from Langley Field, 
Va., to Santiago, Chile, after the carth- 


or Haynes flew to Washington from 
ey Field, Va., following the aerial 
review and ceremonies held there in the 
morning, upon his arrival from Santiago, 
Chile, He was accompanied by the crew 
of ten officers and enlisted men who 
flew with him in the XB-15 on the long 
journey to the stricken South American 
country. These were: 

Captains W.D. Old and J,A. Samford, 

lst Lieuts. R.F, Freeman and T,G. Wold, 

Technical Sergeant A. Cattarius, 

Staff Sergeants W.J. Heldt, H.L. 
Hines, D.L. icer, 
Corporal J.#, Sands, and 
Private lst Class Russell E. Junior. 
The presentation was witnessed by of- 
ate of the Chilean Embassy, as fol- 
ows: 

Senor Don Sergio Huneeus, Charge 
ad'Affaires Ad Interim; Senor Don C., 
Manuel Pereira, First Secretary of the 
Embassy, and Squadron Leader Ismael 
Sarasua, Air Attache, Embassy of Chile. 

Also present were the Hon. Norman 
Armour, the American Ambassador to 
Chile, and Mr. Ernest Swift, represent- 
1 the American Red Cross. 

. Woodring's speech of presentation 
was as follows: 

Major Haynes, it is a great pleasure 
to have you and the crew of the Army's 
XB-15 airplane here today. When, at the 
request of the American Red Cross, I is- 
sued orders for your ship to carry a 
load of 3200 peste of medical wg ST 
to Chile on short notice and on a flight 
which demanded eee. night landings and 
take-offs, I fully realized the diffi- 
culties of the task. At the same time I 
was confident that the trip would be 
made with the efficiency we have learned 
to angers of the Army Air Corps and the 
GHQ Air Force. The flight was so suc- 
cessfully accomplished and the mission. 
carried out so completely that your 
achievement is acknowledged with the 
award of the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

I want to express to you and to the 
Members of the crew who made the flight 
possible the appreciation of the War De- 
Partment on the high standard of effici- 
éncy you have demonstrated. 

Major —_ I am delighted to be 
able to e this award," 

Generel Malin Craig, Chief of 


quake 
Maj 
Lang! 


Staff of the Army, then read the cita- 
tion for the award of the Distinguished 
Flying Cross to Major Haynes, and which 
is as follows: 

"Caleb V. Haynes, major (captain), 
For ex- 
traordinary achievement while partici- 

ating in an aerial flight from Langley 
eld: Virginia, to Santiago, Chile, 
February 4, 5 and 6, 1939. As Command- 
er and Pilot of the XB-15, Major Haynes 
transported without hesitation and un- 
der emergency orders, a total of three 
thousand two hundred and fifty pounds 
of Red Cross medical supplies to 
Santiago, Chile, under conditions which 
were extremely hazardous and exacting. 
Loaded to absolute maximum capacity, 
the XB-15, under the superior pilot 





| 1939. 


e 
of Major Haynes, cleared Langley Field, 
Virginia, before daylight, February 4, 
and adhered thereafter to a rigid 
flight schedule which involved the 
penetration of unfavorable flying 
weather, a night landing at Panama, 
night take-offs at Panama and Lima, 
Feru, and an arrival, on schedule, at 
Santiago, Chile, early February 6, 

His extraordinar ability, devo- 
tion to duty, and excellent leadership 
made possible the successful accom- 
plishment of this mission of mercy and 
thus reflected great credit upon the 
military service." 

After the Secretary of War pinned the 
D.F.C. on Major Haynes' blouse, the 
latter received congratulations from 
Brigadier General George C. Marshall, 
Assistant Chief of Staff; Major General 
Henry. H. Arnold, Chief of the Air 
Corps; Brigadier General Barton K, 
Yount, Assistant to the Chief of the 





Air Corps, and others. 

| As the result of the successful 
flight of the XB-15 to Chile, the Amer- 
ican Red Cross was enabled to place 


without delay in those areas of Chile 
devastated by the recent — 
uegeetsy needed vaccines and other 
medical supplies. 


Major nes flew to Chile in 49 





hours and 18 minutes, total elapsed 
|time; and in 29 mapa | 53 ape a 
8 


|flying time, over a distance of 4 
Major Haynes, who was born in Mt. 





miles. 

Airy, N.C., March 15, 1895, graduated 
from Wake Forest College, N.C., with an 
| LL, B, degree in 1917, and enlisted as 
Private, st Class, Aviation Section 
‘Signal Corps, August 15, 1917, Shortiy 
pee is graduation from the 
'\School of Military Aeronautics, Georgia 
‘School of pockets Atlanta, Ga., 
\November 10, 1917, he was ordered to 
|duty overseas, and he received his fly- 
jing training at aviation schools in 
\France. He was on duty with the A.E.F, 
7 V-7976, A.C. 








He received 
ieutenant, 
Air Service (National Army), May 30, 
1918, and his commission as a Second 
Leeppenent in the Regular Army on July 1 
ant on the same date; to Captain, Octo- 
ber 14, 1932; and to Major (temporary) 
August 26, 1936. ; 

Upon his return from France, Major 
Haynes served a tour of duty at Mitchel 


in France to June, 1919, 
his appointment as Second 





AIR CORPS RESERVE ACTIVITIES 


Provided the cooperation of Air Corps 


‘Reserve officers is secured, it is pro- 


He was promoted to First Lieuten- 


osed to devote several columns of the 
ir Corps News Letter to Air Corps Re- 


' serve activities, 


| fairs will be 
| rate heading o 


Field, N.Y., and other Air Corps stations | 


in the East. He was on duty in the Of- 
fice of the Chief of Air Service, Wash- 


the West Coast (Crissy Field, Presidio 
of San Francisco, Calif.), where he 
served to March 2, 1927. 

to June 30, 1931, he was on duty as Air 
Corps Instructor with the National Guard 
State of Washington. Followin 
uation from the Air Corps Tactical 
School at Maxwell Field, Ala., he was 
assigned to duty at Langley Field, Va., 
where he served until August, 1935, He 
then attended the Command and General 
Staff School at Fort Leavenworth, Kans., 
until June 19, 1936, and after gradua- 


sent station, 

Major Haynes commanded one of the six 
B-17 Bombardment airplanes in the Good 
Will Flight from Langley Field to Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, and return, February 
15-27, 1938. 9 
---000--- 


BUSY TIMES AT KELLY FIELD 


The first week of February was a busy 
one at Kelly Field, with the sraduating 
class of »fficers and cadets holding the 
limelight. After months of extensive 
study, the Cadets' training period at 
the Air Corps Advanced Flying School 
ended in a maze of parties, receptions, 
and marriages, attended by families and 
friends frem everywhere. 

One of the featured events of the week 
was the reunion of the graduating class 
of February, 1929, Thirty members of 
this class were present at the Reunion, 


ed in the previous issue of the News 
Letter. 
On January 2lst, from 12:00 to 7:00 

R-De » at the Kelly Field park, the 

adets staged a party, featuring a Dutch 
lunch, Sweethearts, friends, and offi- 
cers and their families, from Randolph 
and Kelly Fields were the guests. ‘The 
Cadets attended a dance at the Kell 
Field Officers’ Mess on January 27ta, 
and on the night of their graduation 
(February ist), a buffet supper was held 
at the Officers' Mess. Cfficers of 
Kelly Field and their wives were invit- 
ed at 9:30 for dancing, which lasted 
until past midnight. is party took 
the geet of the usual noonday reception 
by the graduating class. 


Any items pertaining.to Reserve af- 
ublished under a sepa- 
"Reserve News." Reserve 
officers having news of Reserve units 
or other activities of general interest 


| for publication in the News Letter 


should forward such items to the Infor- 
ton, D.C., from April, 1922, to June, 


i 
1984, when he was transferred to duty on 


From that date | 


mation Division, Office of the Chief of 
the Air Corps, Washington, D.C. 
Due to the necessity for econo in 
ublishing the News Letter, its circu- 
ation is limited, and it is not pos- 


' gible to mail it to individual Reserve 


his grad- 


officers, It is mailed, however, to 


Reserve organizations, and will be 


-mailed to club rooms or other meeting 
| places of Air Corps Reserve officers 


_ evince a desire to read it. 


where a substantial number of them 
In this 


/ way it is hoped the widest possible 
; circulation may be secured for the News 


‘ : : | Letter under the circumstances, 
tion rettrned to Langley Field, his pre- 


The permanent National Headquarters 


of the Air Reserve Association of the 
United States, formerly maintained at 


; Columbus, Ohio, 


is now established at 


| the office of the National Aeronautic 
‘Association, 1909 Massachusetts Avenue, 
|N.W., Washington, D.C. 


National Officers of the Air Reserve 


:- Association for 1939 are: 


President, Lieut. Albert H. Near, 
Bowman Field, Louisville, Ky.;- 

Senior Vice President, Captain B.H. 
Merchant, 3722 Warren St., N.W., 


‘Washington, D.C.; 


Second Vice President, Major John W. 
Ranson, 5640 Swope Parkway, Kansas 


/ City, Mo.; - 


Judge Advocate, Captain Miller B. 


| Towman, 1711 Kenneth Road, Glendale, 


| 
\ 


i Calif. ; 


Secretary, Major William L, Plummer, 


901 Wm, Olivor Bldg., Atianta, Ga. 


' Captain Merchant. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
! 


Treasurer, Captain Lawrence J.Eyler, 


/201 Oakwood Manor, Dayton, Ohio. 
the details regarding which were publish-' ome ~ A 


National Headquarters is in charge of 
Membership applica- 


' tions and dues should be forwarded 


through Corps Area Department Treasur- 
ers, wherever possibie, for transmis- 
sion to National Headquarters. General 
communications for the Association 
should be forwarded to National Head- 


| quarters, but communications intended 


-| 
| 
| 


\ 
| 
| 
{ 
{ 
| 


solely for the National Officers should 


be forwarded directly to them at the 


addresses above given. 
---000--~ 


Major St. Clair Streett, Air Corps, is 
relieved from detail as a member o 
General Staff Corps, War Department, 
effective June 26,1939, and assigned as 
a student in the 1959-40 senior course 
at the Naval War College,Newport, R.I. 
V-7976, A.C. 


the 











THE GRADUATION EXERCISES AT 


Graduation exercises for Class 39-4 
were held at the Air Corps Advanced Fly- 
ing School, Kelly Field, Texas, on Wed- 
nesday, February ae 1939, the class con- 
eisting of 4 Regular Army officers, 6 
Vational Guard officers and 161 Flying 
Cadets. This graduating class consti- 
tuted the largest one in the history of 
the Air Corps Train Center. 

The highl ght of all the events of the 
day was the nuge Aerial Reviow at 9:30 
a.m,, in which 1ll airplanes of all types 
were piloted by 19 flying instructors and 
135 students. This was one of the larg- 
est graduation Aerial Reviews ever flown 
at Kelly Field, and it was witnessed by 
some 7,000 spectators. 

The entire student membership from the 
Basic Stage of the Primary Flying School 
at a Field, Texas, and 12 Air Re- 
serve officers (refresher students), also 
from Randolph Field, formed a guard of 


honor for the reviewing party, which con4 


sisted of the following: 
Colonel Frank D, Lackland, Air Corps 


THE ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 


Colonel W,B. Tuttle, Senior Reserve 
Officer of the 8th Corps Area, and his 
party; . 

Mr, Hinkley of the Civil Aeronautics 
ae 

Following the Review, exercises were 
held at the Post Theater at 10:45 a.m, 
where the class and the "old grads" 
were ad’ressed by Colonel Clarence L, 
Tinker, Air Corps, of the National 
Guard Bureau, Washington, D.C., who - 
presented each member with his gradua- 
tion diploma. All graduates received 
their "Wings" and the official aero- 
nautical rating of "Airplane Pilot." 
Hundreds of friends, relatives, and in- 
terested persons attended the various 
exercises. Among the members of the 
graduating class is Flying Cadet 
Clarence L, Tinker, Jr., son of Colonel 
Tinker. ? 

Colonel Lackland's introductory re- 
marks were as follows: 

"On behalf of the personnel of the 
Advanced Flying School and Kelly Field, 


Commandant of the Air Corps Advanced Fiy+ I desire to congratulate each member of 


ing School and temporary commander of 
the Air vonre Training Center; 

Colonel Clarence L, Tinker, Air Corps, 
National Guard Bureau, Washington, D.C.; 
Colonel Eugene A, Lohman, Air Corps, 
Assistant Commandant, Advanced Flying 

School; 

Colonel John B, Brooks, Air Corps, 
Commandant of the Air Corps Primary Fly- 
ing School, Randolph Field; 

Lieut. Colonel Edwin B, Lyon, Air 
Corps, Assistant Commandant of the Air 
Corps Primary Flying School; 

Lieut. Colonel Coleridge L, Beaven, 
Medical Corps, Commandant of the School 
Of Aviation Medicine, Randolph Field; 

Major John R, Morgan, Air Corps, Direc- 
tor of Flying of the Air Corps Training 
Center. 

Thirty-five members of the class which 
graduated in February, 1929 (Class 3-B), 
were present for the exercises in con- 
nection with their first class reunion, 
held at Kelly Field coincident with the. 
graduation of the present class. Many 
visiting planes arrived at Kelly Field, 
Carrying"old grads" and other officers 
who came to witness the ceremonies. 
among these were, in addition to individ- 
ual flights, one Pursuit and one Attack 
Squadron from Barksdale Field, La. 

“The seLeeeeng distinguished guests 
Witnessed the Aerial Review as special 
guests of Colonel Lackland: 

Major General Herbert J. Brees, Com- 
manding General, 8th Corps Area; 

Brigadier General Frederick L, Martin, 
Air Corps, Commanding General, 3rd Wing, 
GHQ Air Force, Barksdale Field, La.; 

brigadier General Walter G. Kilner, 
Assistant Chief of the Air Corps, 


the class on having successfully com- 
Plated the course. At this time I also 
desire to welcome the members of the 
Class of 1929, who have selected your 
graduation date as the day of their 
class reunion, f 

I desire to introduce as aur speaker 
an officer of the Air Corps who, through 
long and wide experience from Second 
Lieutenant to Colonel, is so eminently 

ualified to speak to the members of 
this class who are now prepared to take 
up their duties and responsibilities on 
active duty in the Air Corps. Colonel 
Clarence L, Tinker has served with dis- 
tinction in many responsible assign- 
ments and commands. Having served as 
Assistant Commandant and Commandant of 
the Advanced Flying School, he is tho- 
roughly familiar with the course that 
you have just completed, and I am sure 
that, in addition, it is onpretel iy ap- 
propriate that he address this class, 
as his son, Cadet Clarence L, Tinker, 
Jr., is a member of it. I take great 
oe in introducing Colonel Clarence 

. Tinker, United States Army Air Corps." 
: Colonel Tinker's address was as fol- 

OWS: 

"General Martin, General Kilner, Colo- 
nel Lackland, members of the faculty 
and members of the graduating class: I 
wish to compliment you on the fine 
Aerial Review we have just witnessed, 
Although I have witnessed many gradua~ 
tion reviews at this school, they never 
lose their thrill for me. With your 
permission, I will address my remarks 
to the ore class. 

I feel it a distinct honor, as well 
as a pleasure, to be allowed to offici- 





Washington, D.C. 


ally congratulate you upon your success- 
V-7976, A.C. 














ful completion of the rigid course of 
instruction at the Air Corps Training 
Center. Any man, be he military or civ- 
ilian, must of necessity feel himself 
especially privileged if allowed for 
even a short moment to expound his theo- 
ries to such a representative group of 
yo American manhood, ; 

I your patience for a few minutes 
while I offer some observations on fly- 
ing and military life. I know you are 





| ment wish to give the impression that I 
‘am advising you to become four-hour-a- 
|month airdrome pilots. Such pilots are 
|/not only useless from a military point 
|of view, but are very often dangerous 

| to the rest of us, I am simply advis- 
| ing that you balance pilot technic with 
| a background of flying experience be- 
'fore attempting each new flying venture. 
| I naturally suppose that the most of 
you expect to make military flying your 


anxious to complete this ceremony, there-| career and that you will spend your 


fore I will try to be brief, 

You have just successfully landed on 
the first rung of the ladder of your 
flying career, You have mastered the 
manipulation of the airplane. The evi- 
dence of such mastery is that you are 
here today - graduating from the finest 
flying training school in the world, I 
say advisedly that you have landed on 
the first rung of the ladder, because I 
have found by my own experience and the 
experience of my contemporaries that for 
the pilot, flying train.ng never ends. 


There is no successful pilot, regardless | 


of his age and the amount of his exderi- 
ence, that does not learn something from 
each new cross-country flight or each 
new tactical mission. 

The mastery of pilot technic is a fun- 
damental essential to the military pilot 
but does not of itself constitute tne 
military pilot. Regardléss of our pilot 
proficiency, and still further, regard- 
less of the proficiency of the aircraft 
which science provides us, we are still 
valueless as a defense unit to our coun- 
try unless we master the tactical appli- 
Cation of the airplane, The B-17 is 
useless unless its crew can navigate it 
to a target on land or sea and destroy 
the target promptly once it is found. It 
is possible, but not necessary, to carry 
this exemplification on for each type of 
military flying. Suffice if to say that 
the pilot to be of military value must 
master the tactical employment of the 
airplane, This means a never endinz 
study of navigation, bombing, gunnery, 
reconnaissance, photography, and a my- 
riad of other details that are necessary 
to the successful accomplishment of a 
tactical air mission. Just when we 
think we are at long last about to mas- 
ter the details, science and aircraft 
design upset our calculations. The me- 
thods of tactical employment of a 100 
MPH airplane are obsolete for a 200 MPH 
airplane, and by the same token the me- 
thods evolved for a 200 MPH airplane _. 
will become obsolete as the speed ratio 
of the airplane sufficiently increases. 

Modern American life tends to make us 
impatient and over-anxious to accomplish 
our purpose in life by rapid strides. 
This impatience when applied to ee 
is fraught with potential disaster. e 
attempt to cut corners or expect pilot 
skill to take the place of air sense 
more often than not is expensive in both 
life and equipment. 


lives as officers of the Army Air Corps, 
and in due course of time will be guid- 
ing the destiny of our air defense as 
our older hands weaken their grip onthe 
reins of guidance, This supposition 
leads me to discuss briefly a few fun- 
damentals of military life. Any dis- 
cussion of the military eventually 
brings up the word loyalty. It is so 
interwoven in our lives that you will 
hear it coupled with the word discip- 
line in practically every talk by an 
| Army officer to military personnel, 
From the dictionary definitions of the 
word loyalty I have selected two to of- 
fer ogg for your consideration - One, 
'To be faithful and true to lawful gov- 
ernment.' Two, 'To be true to any per- 
son or persons to whom one owes fidel- 
ity.' -These two definitions form a 
solid foundation upon which to build a 
military career. To be faithful and 
true to lawful government is a part of 
our oath of office as officers of the 
Army, To te true to the persons to 
whom we owe fidelity is a requisite to 
happy association with our contempora- 
ries, Of all the ramifications of loy- 
alty in military life, the one that 
apoeals to me most is the loyalty of 
the superior for his subordinates. Show 
me the unit whose commander is intense- 
ly loyal to his men, and I will accept 
, their loyalty and discipline as unques- 
tionable. Loyalty downward automatic- 
ally produces loyalty upward. 

Military law and Army Regulations 
place in the hands-of officers certain 
powers and prerogatives which increase 
|@s rank increases. The right to com. 
'mand and to demand obedience is expect- 
ed to be exercised, otherwise it would 
not be part of our law. However, in 
exercising command over other men, we 
should ever be watchful that we act 
with understanding and justice and with 
a complete lack of bluster and pomp, 

_ I_wish to thank you for your patience 
in listening to me and if anything 
which I have said is in any way helpful 
to you in the future, I will feel more 
_ than repaid for deserting my normal 
'role and masquerading as a speaker. 

| We are heppy today to have the pleas- 
‘ure of being present at the class re- 
‘union of the class which graduated just 
| ten years ago, I was present at their 





|graduation and have served with several 
jof them at various times since. Many of 
I do not for one iit ‘naa class have already become outstand- 
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officers of the Air Corps, and the 
School should feel justly proud of its 
product. 
‘late the class of February, 1929, and 
to wish you continued success. 

For the present graduating class, I 
hope for each of you a successful career 
as good soldiers and useful citizens of 
cur country, May you have blue skies, 
sOllowing winds, and many happy land- 


-ngs!" : 

“ihe raduates comprising Class 39-A 
were ifsted in the previous issue of the 
Air Corps News Letter, The Flying Cadet 
graduates received their appointments as 
second lieutenants in the Air Corps Re- 
serve and were discharged from their en- 
-isted status on Febr 1, 1939. The 


were then ordered to active duty at Kelly 


Yield for their initial 15-day tour of 
such duty, effective February end, Later 
orders will 

newly commissioned Rerorve officers to 
tactical units of the Regular Army Air 
Corpe throughout the country as well as 
in the Insular possessions. 


CUPID DOES A LAND OFFICE BUSINESS 


For 48 hours after the graduating ex- 


ercises of Class 39-A, Air Corps Advanced 


Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, on 
February lst, the Armv chaplains and the 
clergymen in the San Antonio area ‘vere 
kept busy 2s members of the graduating 
class and their fiancees, who came from 
far and near, took the plunge into the 
sea of matrimony, 

Sixteen voung men, brave and true, 
took this plunge, the News Letter Corres 
pondent stating that, according to pres- 


ént information, the followiug-named new- 


ly commissioned Reserve officers were 
married: Second Lieutenants James D. 
Berry, Andre J, Dechaena, John §. Evans, 
Otto B. Hardy, Jr., Harry J. Holt, 
William KE. Hubbard, II, William Lane, 
Jr., Dwight F, iiewis, P,L.G, Moore, 
Maurice A. Morgen, Ralph L. Oliver, Brian 
O'Neill, Gerhard J. Schriever, Delmar N, 
Skow, George W. Thornbrough, and Herbert 
A, Von Tungeln., 

The News Letter Correspondent also 
Mentions the marriage on February ilth 
at the Fort Sam nouston Chapel of iiss 
u0Vise Simmons and 2nd Lieut. John H. 
de Russy, and adds that 2nd Lieuts. 
Harry L, Galusha, Frederick C. Grambo, 
~eon W, Gray, Harold E. Humfeld, Hvgh 
8, Mangan, Jr., Robert L. Morrissey, 
w2ennard B. Storm and Harold J. Whiteman 
will be married during the following 
month, 

All of the above add up to just 25 
casualtities amongst the ranks of the 
young bachelors in the graduating class. 
Apparently the young couples involved 
have taken scant consideration of the 
nonth of June as the popularly consider- 
ed occasion for such permanent unions. 


I wish at this time to congrat- 


be received reassigning these| 
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FLYING CADET TERMINOLOGY 
Continued from previous issues 


‘BISCUIT GUN - An ings hamy appliance 
which is said to be rolled out on the 

flying field to shoot biscuits and other 
food up to the Dodos who have made sev- 


‘eral approaches to the field and over- 


shot on each attempt to land. 

BLINDERS - The mail orderly, a lower 
classman of the Cadet Detachment, must 
shield his eyes with his hand while 
collecting the upperclassmen's mail. 

GIG GETTER - A rifle which, in spite 
of all the time, effort and energy 

pent on it, fails to pass inspection, 
(See GIG in previous issue). 

HOLY FLAW - An expression of extreme 
surprise, disgust, joy, or just plain 
expression, 

{OLD IT DOWN - Suppress the noise, 
Term is used throughout ‘the day in many 
various forms, such as in class rooms, 
mess hall, at drill, etc. 

oe OR QUILL - Same as Gig..a deme- 
rit. 

THE JEEP - The Link Trainer for in- 
strument flight training..The bane of 
every uvper classman, 

WHOOFIN - To tell a rather tail 
fable. 

WHAT THE HORRIBLE H....!!! An ex- 
pression of extreme surprise, More ex~ 
pressive than Holy Flaw. (See above). 


RANDOLPH FIELD VETERAN NON-COMS RETIRE 


Two veteran noncommissioned officers 
of Randolph Field, both with thirty 
years' service to their credit, retired 
on January 5ist. Master Sergeant 
William B, Pulliam, 47th School § d- 
ron, and Technical Sergeant Homer Routt, 
wao entered the Air Corns during its 
early days, will make their homes in or 
near San Antonio following their re- 
tirement, they bath declared. 

Sergeant Fulliam, who entered the tha 
Air Service at Rockwell Field, Calif., 
in 1916, after more than a decade of 
service with ground troops, was not 
present for his final day of duty at 
Randoipna Fieid. He was in a hospital 
bed at Fort Sam Houston Hospital, re- 
covering from a fractured hip received 
in a fall from a bicycie. 

Sergeant Pulliam's first service 
dates back to August, 1903, when he en- 
listed in Troop I, 14th Cavalry, at 
Camp Yosemite, Calif. After six years' 
service at Camp Yosemite, he spent sev- 
eral years in civilian life, returning 
to the service at Rockwell Field in De- 
cember, 1916. His career in the Air 
axes includes duty at Rockwell Field, 
Kelly and Selfridge Fields, Camp 
Nichols, P.I., March Field and, final- 
ly, Randolph Field, where he has been 
stationed since December, 1929. 

Continued on Page 19 ). 
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THE DIVISION 


AIR OFFICER 





By Mager Roland Birnn, Air Corps, 
Instructor, Air Corps Tactical School 


On the staff of every Infantry division, 
there is, or should be, a Division Air Officer. | 
The Tables of Organization provide for a Lieut- | 
enant Colonel, with a force of five Air Corps | 
enlisted men for this air section on the divi- | 
sion special staff. | 

The Infantry division, as it is row organized, 
has no organic aviation, but depends upon the 
corps' aviation for the support or attachment 
of observation aviation and even lighter-than- 
air units. In our school situations we have 
the division G2 and G3 sit down and rorry to- 
gether, then reconmend the attachment of one 
Observatien squadron and a balleon squadron to 
their division, due to the fact that the divi- 
sion is going into action amd must have close 
control over the operations of the air units 
upon which it relies for imformation. As far 
as we knew, such attachment would be satisfac- 
tory for a division in actual combat; a divi- 
sion really in the combat zone and not one 
just being bandied about by a service school 
student. 

With a’force of five enlisted men there is 
little danger of the Air Officer building up 
an elaborate scheme of paperwork or interior 
administration. Of all officers on the divi- 
sion staff he should be the least sedentary; 
there is so much to do outside the confines of 
division headquarters that he needs an excep- 
tionally able Master Sergeant to head his sec- 
tion force and hold the fort for him while he | 
is away from headquarters on business. 

In situations which can be Visualized, the 
Division Air Officer would probably be his 
busiest just prior to the division going into | 
combat. There are so many jobs for him to per- | 
form, so many “actions taken and orders issued" | 
by him that perhaps we can best demonstrate by 
a chronological chart for a typical situation. 


MOBILIZATION PERIOD | 


1. DAO reports to Division Hq. | 

a. To Adjutant General, signs in, presents ~ 
orders. 

b. To Chief of Staff, introduces himself as 

member of staff. 

s-To G3, under whose supervision the m- 
bilization is being carried out. 

—e- Discusses personnel of Air Sec- 
ion. 

(1) Headquarters Commandant called in 
to take care of DAO's living ar- 
rangement s. 

(2) Air Corps Master Sergeant (''Serge- 
ant Air Office'') called in to dis- 
cuss personnel of new section with 
DAO and receive G-1's approval for 
procurement of certain individuals 
for section personnel. 

e. To G2 and G4, in turn. Introduces self. | 

f. To Division Commender. Introduced by Chief; 
of Staff. 

2. DAO organizes and trains section. 

a. Trains section in duties. Uses Training 
Regulations and old ACTS mimeos. to 
train in staff organization, paperwork, 


| 
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duties, etc. 

b. Reports progress of training to Chief of 

Staff and G3. 

c. Arranges with A.G. and G1 for replace- 

~ ments if any of section unsuited for 

duties. 

DAO orients division staff. Relations with 
staff. 

a. Conference with G-2. Fix extent of each 

™ one's responsibility in: 

2 Intelligence Annex. 

2) Evaluation of aerial information. 

nference with G3. 

G-3 directs training directive for di- 
vision to be in more detail than is 
found in the corps directive. 

(2) DAO asks for aviation conference 
with staff. 

. Aviation conference. G3 presides. Other 
G's and most of Special Staff present. 
(1) DAO outlines needs in supplies,mps, 
communications cooperation. Also gives 
his conception of his relation with 

ecial Staff. 

(2) DAO then discusses proposed training 
directive. Makes revisions as discus- 
sion proceeds. 

d. Later aviation conference. Chief of Staff 

presides. Division Commander present, 

so Brigade Conmanders. 

(1) Tentative training directive out- 
lined. 

(2) Approved by Division Commander, af- 
ter minor revisions suggested by Bri- 
gade Commanders and staff members. 

e. Reports results with training directive 

to Corps Chief of Aviation. 

DAO trains division troops. 

a. Conference with Brigade, Reg'tl and some 

Bn $-3's. G3 present. 
t2) Explains training directive. 

2) Announces standard of proficiency in 
cooperative work, ground units with air 
service. 

. Arranges for simlated missions when m- 
bilization will have been completed. 

Co-ordinates with G4, Signal and Ord- 
nance Officers: supply needs for future 
panels, pyrotechnics, air signal equip- 
ment, etce, for troops. 

Co-ordinates with other staff officers 
in matter of proposed simlated mis- 
sions. 

e. Reports progress to G3 and Corps Chief 

of Aviation. 


MOBILIZATION COMPLETED-IRAINING PERIOD BEGINS 


1. Troops training, preliminary period. 
a. Observes execution of training in coop- 
erative missions (simlated air service) 
b. Reports progress continually to G3, or 
accompanies G3 on tactical inspections. 
2. Confers with G-3 on use of aviation from 
corps' groups (still being mobilized). 
3. Confers with Corps Chief of Aviation on er 
ployment .of Observation and Balloon 
Squadrons. 


3. 


jo 


4, 


a. 
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4, Confers with Corps Chief of Aviatioa and 
Group Conmanders on assignment of squadrons 

_ for troop training. , 

5. Gets decision from Chief of Staff as to ex- 
tent of comand he exercises over air troops 
org: to division (division air service). 
Staff Officers' Field Manual, part one, 
ar. 23, i. l. 
roop training, employing actual air wits. 

& . Arramges liaison cfficer training be- 
tween Observation squadron and all troops 
and between Balloon Squadron and artillery. 
Reports training progress to Squadron Com 
manders. 

b. Conference, troops. Group Commander and 
S-3, Observation and Balloon Squadron Com- 
manders and S&3's, and S3's of brigades, 
regiments and as many battalions as pos- 
sible. Subject: Progress in training in co- 
operative missions, standards of profici- 
ency, needs. Presided over by G3, with 
G-4, G2 and Signal and Ordnance Officers 
present if available. 

ce Reports to Corps Chief of Aviation on 
accomplishment in troop conferenc>. 

ad. Observes execution of cooperative train~ 
ing, accompanying G-3 on tactical inspec- 
tions or reporting progress to him. 


IN THE COMBAT ZONE. IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO COMBAT. 


1. Situation: Division is advancing toward ene- 
my. Corps G2 reports are inadequate. Di- 
vision needs closer cooperation by air 
service. ; 

Attachment of air service to division. 

& G2 suggests to G3 the attachment of air | 
service to division. 

b. DAO suggests to G-3 the mst desirable 
— me attachment, 

Os Division Chief of Staff requests Corps 

~G=3 for attachment. = + 

ad. Division gets one flight attached for op- 
erations within three hours. 

DAO to Squadron C.0. (at group airdrome area) 
by phone. 

a Needs of flight? 

b. Needs of division? 

DAO checks availability of previously recon- 
noitered advanced landing field and message 
dropping ground. 

a Near CP. 

%. Others up near present head of colum. 

Cc. Gets approval by G-3. 

TAO asks G4 for engineers and other labor 
to improve landing field. 

Landing field arrangements. 

a. Information on adequacy, etc., of advane- 
ed landing field phoned to squadron. Serge- 
ant AO keeps squadron informed as to prog- 
ress. 

b. Messenger service and wire communications 

“landing field and division CP arranged be- 
tween DAO, G3, Sig. Off. and Hq. Cmit. 

Suppl ics on advanced landing field. 

& Group S-4 to DAO; ‘When move supplies to 

new field?" 
&. DAO to Group S-4; "Will inform you when 
division rear area less congested. 

8. G3 to DAO and G2. 'Use all planes on re- 

connaissance missions." 

9. DAO confers with G2 on missions for obser-~ 





2. 


3e 





9. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


14, 


15. 


16. 
17. 


18. 


19. 


2l. 


22. 


24. 


25. 


- To G4 and Provost Marshal. 


vation flight. DAO recommends extent of 

flights, routes, total mmber missions. 

DAO in G2's office evaluating observers’ 
and squadron operations reports as to 
trustworthiness, etc., of each report. 

DAO leaves G-2 office to reconnoitre ba- 
loon beds and other arrangements for Bal- 
loon Squadron and interview observation 
teams at advanced landing field. Receives 
information on possible landing fields up 
forward from team of command plane and 
others. 

DAO returns to Division CP. Informed by 
G-3 rest.of Observation Squadron will be 
attached to division at 3:00 p.m Given 
movement order of Balloon Squadron in di- 
vision area. 

Division Commander decides to attack in 
morning. Staff works up order for at- 
tack. 

DAO to Group S-4, (after consultation with 
G3 and G4) "lattach emergency supply 
truck to Balloon Squadron truck train 
tioving into division area tonight." 

DAO to G1. Shows areas, on map, where 
best available landing fields are located, 
(to assist G1 in recommending site for 
new CP for attack). 

From G3, ascertains gist of division plan 
of attack. 

Conference with G3 and Artillery Command- 
er. 

a. Recommends attachment of Balloon Squad~ 

“ron to Artillery Brigade, as soon as 
Squadron arrives in division area. 

b. Recommends 3 airplanes for artillery 

“support, 2 for command missions. 

Cc. tillery Commander asks for Liaison 

“Officer from Observation Squadron. 

Checks G-2 Intelligence Plan (aviation 
section thereof), makes recommendation 
thereon to G2. 

DAO to Observation Squadron Commander asks 
for 3 Liaison Officers to report that 
evening to Division CP. 

Requests that 


they expedite movement of aero supply 
truck from division rear boundary to ad- 
vanced landing field. 

To lst Sergeant, Special Troops. Sergeant 
AO arranges for care of four men in ad- 
vanced landing field crew. 

Signal Officer notifies DAO of new CP and 
advanced landing field location, and time 
of opening of both. They confer on wire 
communications between field and Division 
CP. 

DAO to Engineer. Arranges for labor in 
improvement of new advanced landing field. 

Conference with G-3, Headquarters Command- 
ant, and Signal Officer. Arranges for 
switching of messenger service from old 
to new landing field, between field and 
CP 


Intelligence Annex approved. 

a. DAO adds explanatory notes and forwards 
copy to Observation Squadron Commander. 

bd. DAO notifies G2 and G3 copy being 
forwarded. 

Liaison Officers arrive from Observation 
Squadron. 
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a. One officer to Artillery Bricade S-3. 
b. One officer to S3 of Inf. Brig. making | 
“enveloping (main) attack. 
c. One officer remains at Division CP until | 
“specially needed. | 
27. DAO and Liaison Officer #3 to G2 office. 
a. Scan observers’ and squadron operations 
“reports. 
b. DAO instructs Liaison Officer in evalua-| 
“tion of reports, how far he should go in | 
evaluation, not to assume responsibilities, 
of G2 whoevaluates them according to 
their military importance. 
c. Leaves Liaison Officer at G-2 office to | 
“continue such work. 
28. To new advanced landing field. | 
a. Mekes sure emergency supplies satisfac- | 
tory. 
>. Inspects improvement work on landing 
field by engineers. | 
c. Estimates time when field will be avail-| 
“able for use. | 
ad. Inspects progress on establishing wire | 
communications. 
29. To G4. "Need more labor in preparing ad- 
vanced landing field." 
30. Arranges with Liaison Officer #3 to share 
duties throughout night. 
a. Evaluation of observers’ reports. 
b. Progress on advanced field. 
31. DAO to quarters and sleep. 


DURING COMBAT © 


Inspects G2 and G3 situation maps. 

G-2 complains of inadequacy of reports. 

a. Enemy reserves not located. 

b. Two dropped messages lost at old drop- 

ping grounds during night. , 
3. DAO to Observation Squadron S-3 (by phone); 
arranges for latter to read copy of. miss- 
ing reports to Assistant G2, when such 
copies have been located. 
4. Receives an observer's report that Division 
CP easily seen from air; not well camou- 
flaged and too much in-and-out traffic, 
easily observed by enemy observation avia-! 
tion. | 
5. DAO reports: 
a. Poor camouflage to Headquarters and Com-| 
mandant and Engineer. 
b. Excessive traffic near Division CP to | 
~ Headquarters Conmandant. oe | 
6. Observation Squadron Commander and Balloon | 
Group Commander visit Division CP. 
&.DAO introduces Balloon Group Commander to, 
Artillery Brigade S-3. 
b. DAO conducts Observation Squadron Com | 
mander through G2 office, then to advanc-| 
ed landing field, together with represen- | 
tative of G-2 section, latter to interview! 
reporting observation teams at advanced | 
landing field instead of at squadron air- 
frome in rear areas. 

7. DAO turns -transportation and driver-guide 
over to Squadron Commander who goes for- 
ward to reconnoitre possible sites for new 
advanced landing fields (sites satisfacto- | 
ry to Squadron Commander) and consult 
Liaison Officer with attacking brigede. 

8. DAO returns with G-2 transportation to Di- 

vision CP. 
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9. Conference with G3 on assignment of com 
mand airplanes on missions. 

10. With @2 revises aviation section of In- 
telligence Plan to conform to rapidly 
changing situation. 

ll. Notifies Squadron S3 of such changes. 


12. Squadron Commander returns to Division CP. 


Takes Liaison Officer #3 with him on re- 
turn to Squadron CP. 

13. DAO arranges with QM, disposition of wreck- 
age of friendly airplane crashed in di- 
vision area. Coordinates with Group S4. 


| 14. Conference with Division Commander, Chief 


of Staff, G's, and Engineer Officer on 
passive means of defense of division es- 
tablishments and reserves against possible 
enemy air attack. 


| 15. Contimues work with G2 in evaluating re- 


ports. 

16. Instructs Ass't G-3 prior to general re- 
connaissance flight by latter in command 
airplane. 

17. Memo to general staff sections on aviation 
matters, material for their section re- 
ports. 

---000--- 


WEATEER OFFICE GOES PLACES 


Recently the weather personnel of Randolph 


| Field, Texas, were both surprised and delight- 
, ed-to see a trailer, full of weather instru- 
‘ments, drive in. 
' Frieze Instriment Company. 
, ducted interested visitors through his 

| "feather Office on Wheels'' and explained all 


It was an exhibit of the 
The operator con- 


the latest weather instruments. The one in 
strument which received more attention than 
any of the others was the radio-meteorograph. 
It has long been known at Rendolph Field just 
what a radio-meteorograph is but, until then, 
most of tne men had never seen one. Mr. 
Stevenson, the operator, gave a very good ex- 


_ planation as to its working parts. 


---000--= 
LOST AND FOUND 
On the afternoon of November 25, 1938, Major 


| A.B. Custis, Ordnance Dept., Barksdale Field, 
|La., turned in at the Store-Keeper's Window of 


the Flight Division, Naval Aircraft Factory, 
Philadelphia, Pa., the following listed flying 
equipment: 

1 ea. Helmet, Flying, Type B-3 

1 pr. Goggles, Flying, Type 3-7 (one lens 

corner broken). 

- 1 ea. Head-Set, Radio, Flying, Type HS18. 

On the afternoon of November 27th, Major 
Custis returned to draw out flying equipment, 
and the above listed items were found to be 
missing. The Store-Keeper, Mr. J. Barton, ex- 
plained that to facilitate the speedy issue of 
equipment and as a courtesy to the Army pilots, 
he had allowed several of them to come into 
the cage and get their own equipment, and that 
he thought it was possible the missing equip- 


'ment had been taken by them by mistake. 

Major Custis has sent out letters of inquiry 
to all the visiting Army personnel at the 
Naval Aircraft Factory regarding ths equipment. 
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ALBROOK FIELD N.C.0's GO RIDING IN A CAYUCA 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


" is the Panamania 


As you know, " 
meme for a boat hewn out of a log and is 
the chief mode of transportation of the 
natives along the rivers and the coast 
of Panama, but for ocean travel - well, 
that is the reason for this story. 

It all started back in April, Y938, 
when the Indians in the lower Darien 
Province of Panama made and gave to Mae- 
yer Sergeant W.D. Lucy a "cayica," 28 
seet long, 4 feet wide, and 4 feet deep, 
hewn from the heart of a hardwood tree. 
When first launched it was just about ‘as 
stable as a log. Being round-bottomed, 
with a narrow beam, it would roll in the 
water upon the least provocation. The 
boat was towed to Balboa and hauled out 
to Albrook Field, where Master Sergeants 
Anderson and Lucy, Technical Sergeant 
Johnson and Staff Sergeant Richard W. 
Davenport spent most of their off-duty 
hours fixing it up, which involved the 
installation of two sana ome gasoline 
tanks, an ice box, dry lockers, seats 
windshield, an 8-inch keel, anti-rolling 
chocks, decking, electric lights, and a 
well for a 25-horsepower, 4-cycle out- 
board motor, 

The boat was finished and launched 
during the latter part of November. The 
builders were so confident in their 


handiwork that they put in for, and ob- 
tained, a 27-day furlough to visit 
Central American countr es, with the in- 


tention of making the trip in the 
"cayuca, " 

So on Sunday, December 4, 1938, Master 
Sergeants Anderson and Lucy and Staff 
0) Peed Davenport set out before day- 
light on a trip to anywhere down the 
Pacific coast of Central and South Amer- 
ica, with a full load of gasoline, pro- 
visions for a month, a week's what 3 4 of 
water, cooking utensils, dishes, fishing 
tackle, guns, ammunition, clothing, med- 
ical kits, cameras, etc., which altoge- 
ther be gr bs slightly over a ton, and by 
noon that day they were sixty miles down 
the coast, forty miles out to sea and 
going strong. 

Anderson and Davenport acted as Cap- 
tein and Chief Engineer, respectively, 
and Lucy as the Deck hand and Chief 
"Looker Outer." 

The first day proved uneventful, and 
the first night was spent at Gorda Point, 
about 85 miles from Panama. 

The second day was a duplicate of the 
first, except that upon arrival at 

Garachine," a native town of 2,000 
soas, the one member of the Nationa 
Police, who acts as Customs, Immigration, 
Judicial and Military Authority there, 
in a most courteous manner ascertained 
their identity, mission, place of depar- 
ture destination, etc., and after hav- 
ing found that they were not deserters 
or felons fleeing from the law, insisted 


ere 
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upon being allowed to furnish a house 
for the weary voyagers to sleep in, and 
arrange for someone to do the cooking. 
This offer was accepted with thanks 
and the gang settled down for the night, 
but not for long, as one of the Indians 
had recognized Lucy as the gringo they 
call "El Doctor" down the coast at 
Jaque, and passed the word that there 
was a doctor in town. Almost immediate- 
ly the three gringos were besieged by 
Indians and other natives aenne for 
medicine for every known kind of ache 
or pain, and before the night was over 
many cuts, burns, bruises, etc., had 
been taken care of, <A minor operation 
was performed on one of the natives 

who da large splinter in his foot 
that the local Indian medicine men had 
been unable to remove, so now ali three 
members of the pl were village doc- 
tors. There being no medical service 
or medicine available in the interior 
or out of the way places in Central 
America, anyone who paints a cut with 
iodine or gives someone a CC pill is 
looked up to by the natives and called 
"Doctor, " 

The second night, our adventurers 
were many miles from any roads or means 
of fast communication, and they were 
hearing the sound of the Indian signal 
and dance drum that was to be the even- 
ing music for many more nights. The 
sound of these drums carries for many 
miles, and makes your hair stand up, if 
you are alone in the hills. 

The next day they shoved off and 
again headed out to sea and farther 
down the coast. Smooth sailing was en- 
joyed for about three hours; then 


Mother Nature and the Weather Man came 


to the party and brought with them a 
high wind, strong current and spemesy 
made waves with white hats on them, Af- 
ter battling the elements for a dis- 
tance of 65 miles, | arenes anchor 
in the Bay of Puerto Pina, about 25 mile 
miles from the Colombian border, an 
ideal place to spend a vacation, and 
there established their base camp in an 
Indian hut that had been built for them 
by the local tribe of Indians. The hut 
was about 25 feet square, raised up on 
poles ten or twelve feet from the 
ground to keep the animals out, and cov- 
ered with a palm-like leaf which made 
the hut waterproof and is supposed to 
last from five to ten years. There 
were no doors or windows in the hut - 
in fact, there were no sides, and the 
only way to get into it was to climb a 
notched log which acted as steps and 
front door. When you wanted to be 
alone, all you had to do was just to 
turn the log over with the notches 
down. The hut was located on the 

shore of a small cove where the Pinas 
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River flows into the ocean, Fresh water 
for drinking and cooking purposes was 
available within a few yards of the hut. 

Camp was established. The automobile 
battery type redio, which was something 
the natives had never seen, was set up 
by stringing an aerial to the top of a 
tree and hooking on a 6-volt battery. A 
native was engaged as a cook and care- 
taker. ; 
ing. and the shot guns that were taken 
along for hunting ‘were assembled, and 
general preparations were made for a 
real vacation, 

Early the next morning the voyagers 
became fishermen and went out where the 
wild "Pez Gallo" (meaning rooster fish), 
corbina, dolphin, and many other species 
of fish hold forth. Davenport won the 


aonors for the day by landing ten assort-' 


ed species and sizes and, needless to 
say, the boat was welcomed back by the 
natives, as they had been told that all 
of the fish that the Americanos did not 
want for one meal would be divided 
amongst them, In return, theygave the 
g oranges, limes, chickens, etc. 

“The majority of the natives in that 
part of the country consist of Indians 
wno are descendants of the Aztecs, and 
they are a very primitive people. The 
clothing problem for them is easily 

taken care of, as the men wear an ab- 
breviated gee string of cloth or beads, 
and three yards of colored cotton cloth, 
wrapped around the hips and tucked in at 
the waist, constitute the morning, after- 
noon and evening dress for the ladies, 
augmented by painting the ee | and limbs 
with vegetable dyes. Coin, shell, and 
animal-teeth necklaces are worn on spe- 
cial occasions. The children up to 
about ten years of age are not hampered 
by any clothes at all. 

They all live on fresh water streams 
where fish and wild game abound. Corn, 
yucca, sugar cane, yams, plantains and 
rice complete their menu, The women 
raise the rice, corn, etc., and the men 
furnish the home larders with fish and 
game. Salt is obtained from the vari- 
ous traders who go to the villages on 
the coast, and cane juice is boiled down 
to a syrup and used as sugar, 

Fish are caught with traps and spears 
made of black palm wood, and game is 
killed with either bows and arrows, | 
traps, or 28 gauge shot guns. Amounition 
for these guns (trade guns) is a problem, 
but nny seem to es on very well by 
buying brass shells, caps, powder, and 
sheet lead from the traders. 

_ Shot for the shells is made by punch- 
ing holes in a can and pouring hot lead 
through these holes into coconut oil, 

and then the tear-drop shaped shot is 
trimmed to the size wanted. The beak of | 
a banana bird is used as a powder meas- — 
ure; wild cotton is used for wadding; 
and beeswax used to seal the shell so 
that the powder will not get wet when 
they swim the streams or get caught in 


i 
| 
! 
j 
' 
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Fishing tackle for deep sea fish-; 1 


|}snook he had shot. Our 


the rain, 
bacon, 
There are no horses or males in that 
| part of the country, but they do have 
| domestic animals such as hogs and cows, 
‘also fowls - a few chickens and ducks. 
Chickens, ducks and turkeys are hard to 
raise, due to the. fact that tigers and 
snakes raid the chicken coops frequent- 


They always bring home the 


| 
i 
| 
| 


| e 
The other natives are mostly Panamani- 
| ans or Colombians, who live near the 
| Ocean and subsist on what they raise or 
buy from the various traders who stop 
there. They are all very friendly to 
white men, and everywhere a white man 
goes he is made welcome and assisted in 
every way possible. They are excellent 
boatmen, guides and packers, and our 
party took full advantage of their will- 
ingness to help by using them on trips 


i'up the rivers, eitner in the "Paulita," 
‘Lucy's boat, or in the shallow native 

‘river "cayucas," 
/ $0 shallow, narrow, Over-sensitive on 
| the tri__ler 
| Saas your chewing gum from one side 
me) 

| Ship 


which, by the way, are 
that, when loaded, if you 
your mouth to the other they will 


water. 
Wild game in the Darien country is 


‘plentiful, and consists of turkey, a 


sort of grouse, pigeon, dove, deer, 
rabbit, "conejo" (which means rabbit 
in Spanish, but the size and shape of 
the animal is nothing like our States’ 
rabbit), tapir, tiger, wild dog, river 
otter, squirrel, wild hog (which cons 


| 


Sist of the pecarri, cienna and the 


regular old razor-back hog) and, of 


course, there are many species of 
|monkeys, parrots, birds, 


I snakes, and 
butterflies in the woods. 

Many interesting experiences were en-~ 
joyed by our explorers, and two of them 
should be classed as "Believe it or 
not," which were: 

One evening as the gang went into 
one of their camps, a large conejo ran 
out on the beach toward the water with 
a tiger weighing about 150 pounds 
right benind him. The two Indians who 
were in camp grabbed up rocks and went 
into the water and killed the conejo. 
The tiger got away, as the guns were 


' locked up in a dry locker and could 
| not - assembled in time to bag the 
'pDeast. 


Even though there was grumbling 
about locking guns up where they could 
not be reached in a hurry, our gang had 
conejo for supper. 

The second "Believe it or not" hap» 
pened in another camp where the water 
at high tide was just a few yards from 
the hut. One of the Indians, who had 


| gust received a course of instruction 


in the operation of the gun with the 
two cannons (double-barreled shot gun 
to you) as he called it, saw a movement 
in the water, grabbed the and fired, 


|then climbed down the notched log used 

\as steps and retrieved a ten-pound 

gang, thanks to 
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the shotgun and not the fishing rod, had 
fish for supper, | 

After a stay of fifteen days in the 
Darien et during which they travel- 
ed over 250 m les down the ceast in 
waters of Panama and Colombia that would 
make many an old galt comment about 
rough water, our g came back home 
telling many and varied tales of adven-~ 
vure, some of them being verified by 
Photographs taken on the trip and others 
being just advonture tales. . 

Now don't get the idea that our adven- 
turers did not have to climb mountains, 
wade streams, swim rivers, cut trails, 
and carry equipment in order to see the 
many rh pent ec things that are in that 
wild and primitive country, for they 
really did, but from all we hear it was 
worth the effort. 

---000--— 


AMAZING PERFORMANCES WITH THE BIG PINS 


Although items relati to sports are 
enerally placed under the heading 

_ Fit," in the last page or so of 
the News Letter, the following contribu- 
tion from the March Field Correspondent 
deserves a big headline, viz: 

"Tie this if you can, Private First 
Class Robert Ammerman, 4th Air Base 
Squadron, March Field, amazed spectators 
when he bowled a perfect game on January 
e4th. It created quite a bit of talk, 
as it was the second "300" score to be 
rolled in the four-year history of March 
Field's regulation alleys where many an 
expert bowler has flung hard rubber at 
uncomplaining pins. 

But the amazed spectators became dazed 
when Ammerman repeated his feat on Janu-~ 
ary 25th, 

eryone admired Ammerman. They con- 
ceded he was a mighty fine bowler. But 
it was just luck, they said. It won't | 
happen again in a long time, they added. 

n January 3lst, Ammerman calmly 

Chalked up another perfect game. The 
dazed, amazed spectators were flabber- 
gasted (fooled you). 

On February 5th, the amazed, dazed, 
flabbergasted . aeonly watched 
Ammerman bowl Z 1, then 287, and then 
another 300, Confidentially, the spec- 
tators are now completely befuddled; 
they offered no comment this time - they 
only grinned, ) 

If Ammerman keeps this up we'll soon 
run out of adjectives." 

-~--000--- 


The lst Observation Squadron, Marshall 
Field, Fort Riley, Kansas, stood inspec- 


tion and passed in review the morning of | 
January 25th, in honor of Brigadier Gen- 
eral Guy V. Henry , the Commanding Gener- 


al of Fort Riley, who retired from ac- 
tive service on January Slst, Band 
Music, furnished by the 9th Cavalry Band, 
added to the occasion, 

y j “~ -1 


TRAINING BY THE 5TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP 


The intensified program of training 
under way by the 5th.Bombardment Group 
in the Hawaiian Department since Janu- 
ary lst_is proceeding at high speed, 
with all units dropping bembs on prac- 
Sonliy all flights and perfecting 
themselves in the other phases of train- 
ing, such as gunnery, navigation and 
instrument flying. In the latter, 
since no suitable radio beam station is 
available at present, technique of as- 
cent and descent through overcast, us- 
‘ing the homing loop and a lecal broad- 
Casting station, is being emphasized. 
Due to the character of weather condi- 
tions encountered in this vicinity, 
this method appears to be feasible. The 
agen used is as follows: after arriv- 
al at a point ever the station, the 
formation flies away from it on a pre- 
determined course for three minutes. At 
the rie ge ee of this time, the leader 
turns 180 degrees and returns to the 
station and begins his descent, Remain- 
ing planes turn at one-minute intervals 
and follow in trace. Each airplane in 
making the descent loses altitude at 
500 feet per minute at an indicated 
airspeed of 130 miles per hour, and 
flies out from the sta‘ion for a time 
to lose one nalf of the dif- 
ference between ceiling and the initial 
altitude, then turns 180 degrees and 
retraces the course, maintaining the 
same rate of descent until station is 
reached or "break through" is accom- 
plished. A variation of this system 
nas been tried in which the return leg 
of the descent does not return to the 
station but is so placed that it clears 
™ er on i re 

ecord bombing an ery by. the 
squadrons of the 5th Sombar tment Group, 
under the provisions of TR 440-40, is 
—s conducted as follows: gunnery by 
the <3rd and 72nd Bombardment Squadrons 
and bombing by the 3lst Bombardment 
Squadron, The Group gunnery range, 
situated in an area from six to twenty 
miles off the west shore of Oahu, in- 
cludes sufficient space for simuitane- 
ous firing from three airplanes. In- 
terference by bad weather is not often 
encountered in this area. The present 
bombing target is not so well located 
in this respect, being situated at 
Ahua Point, about one mile southeast of 
Hickam Field. The almost ever present 
trade wind blowing from the northwest 
produces a cloud bank that often covers 
the target. Another adverse factor is 
the proximity of populated areas, which 
allows approaches to be made from two 
directions only. One of these, para- 
etree the shore line and starting 
from the vicinity of Diamond Head, is 
mate pat Shotee difficult by the va- 
rying air conditions caused by the 


fanuhne t 
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(Continued on Page 20). 
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RANDOLPH PERSONNEL STAGE RADIO PROGRAMS, stated "PRODUCING THE BEST SEWAGE EF- 
FLUENT FOR THE YEAR...RANDOLPH FIELD", 
A series of four fifteen-minute inter- | Nominations for the Honor Roll are 
views, held once a week, concerning Ran- | submitted by the District Medical Di- 
dolph Field and the Flying Cadet Detach- | rectors of the Texas State Department 
ment, are being heard in the San Antonio | of Health from more than 600 Texas m- 
area over KTSA, the local outlet for the nicipalities, and selections are made 
Columbia Broadcasting System. Starting on the basis of accomplishment and rec- 
soon after Christmas holidays, the pro- (ord of operation, treatment and produc- 
grams are designed to tell the story of (tion, as reviewed by the State Depart- 
a Flying Cadet from the day he reports | ment of Health at the close of each 
to the Secretary's Office to matriculate | year. The State Health Officer, in 
until eight months later when he com- _transmitting the Honor Roll remarked 
pletes his training on the Basic Stage that the placement is a distinct com- 
and is sent to Kelly Field for his final | pliment to the post and is the "result 





training. of definite achievement in competition 
According to the present plans, repre- | With all of the other systems and 

sentatives from the Advanced Flying | plants in the State". 

School will take up the program and in The Sewage Disposal Plant, located on 


an additional series of interviews, will | the west side of the Cibolo Creek, just 
tell the story of the final four months | Off and across the County Road from the 
of the one-year course. On the first of | main reservation, about one-half mile 
the four radio programs, Colonel John B. | South of Schertz, Texas, was construct- 
Brooks, Commanding Officer of Randolph | @4,in 1951. ; 
Field, and also Commandant of the Pri- Monthly report is submitted by the 
mary Flying School, answered numerous Fost Surgeon to the Texas State Depart- 
questions concerning the entrance re- Berio we eect nagging ener 4 
quirements for Flying Cadets, the physi- | te mg tabirit “y ffl . fr 
cal examination, the pay and allowances | 802208 amo stabdiiity of crrsuen’ irom 
of a Flying Cadet, and the method of | filter bed, chlorine used, residual 
making application. _ chlorine and outlet stream stability. 
Colonel Brooks then turned the program Suggestions and’ instructions received 
over to Captain James S. Stowell, Conm- frequently from the State Board of 


Health, based-on monthly report of the 
mandant of Cadets, who told of the hous- | ” " 
ine facilities for the student pilots, ‘Post Surgeon, are closely followed and 


the clothing issued them, and the prob- | have proved to be extremely helpful in 


: ; ‘the efficient operation of this plant", 
lems of the Mess Officer. When question~ i, jor F.D. ny Q.M. Corps, Post 


ed on traditions of the Cadet Detachment | -: 

and Cadet "slanguage", Captain Stowell nr. ea 
reeled off a typical sentence in Cadet | 

so eliguaaaa surprised even the station  coMMUNICATIONS AT RANDOLPH FIELD 

C seeing 0 3 Lee ait Several changes have recently occur- 
Com a FI ye ry Cs Grew, + rimary H age (red in the Post Communications Section 
ro apie pad and Captain Charles A. Harring-| 2+ pandolph Field due to circumstances 
on, his assistant, who told of the described, by means of the alphabet, ar 


course as given during the first four 'E.T.S. This section could make head- 
months, and the maneuvers used for in- ‘lines in the "Believe It Or Not" column 
struction purposes. The third program = by the statement that their operators 
dealt with the Academic Department. Major! Mare too ambitious". ‘In recent months, 
C.W. Pyle, Director of Ground Training; | three enlisted men have left the sec- 
Captain Guy B. Henderson and Lt. Don Zim- | tion when their term of enlistment ex- 
merman of the Ground School Department | pired, and have returned to civilian 
covered this phase. The final program: life for the purpose of continuing ° 
of the series will cover Basic Stage, and! their education. As a result, it has 
their training program. Captain B.A. ‘become necessary to train new operators 
Bridget, Basic Stage Commander, and Lieu-/| to fill the vacancies. 
tenant Robert W. Burns, Assistant Stage © Apprentice operators are picked with 
Commander, will be the speakers. ‘the utmost care from available appli- 
---000--- cants. Special attention is paid to 


-, | the individual's education, personality 
RANDOLPH SEWAGE PLANT GIVEN TOP RANKING his adaptability to radio ee ; 


speech, typing speed (touch system 
and interest in radio. . Prospective 
operators are given voice instruction . 
in enunciation, voice speed, etc., be- 


Randolph Field's sewage disposal plant 
was given top ranking in the State of 
Texas by the Texas State Health Officer, 


Dr. George W. Cox, in his annual Honor fore he i mak 
: e is allowed to e regular 
Roll, issued recently. The announcement | broadcasts over the air. coral atten= 
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tion is also paid to alertness, accuracy, on amateur frequencies. 


and promptness in the dispensing of in- 
formation to pilots. After prospeetive 
operators have served their apprenticer 
ship, they become Junior Operators. 
Senior Operator is in charge of each 


watch, with a Junior Operator as his as- 


sistant. The Chief Operator; or one of 
his assistants, is always on duty to su- 
pervise each watch. Operators make hun- 
dreds of contacts each week with perma- 
nent personnel flying on local and cross- 
country missions, and with transient 
aircraft. 

A Collins 45-A, 40 watt transmitter, 
operating on 4280 kilocycles, is used 
for cross-country work, and contacts 
with airplanes within a 500-mile radius 
of Randolph Field is not unusual. How 
ever, due to atmospheric conditions at 
times and occasional dust storms, it is 
not unusual to fail to make contact at 
15 miles from the station. 


Pfc. sp. 3cl. Allen H. Carlisle of the | 
53d School —— one of the old tim- 


ers in the station, is returning to civ- 
ilian life February 24th, for the pur- 
Yose of completing his education. Car- 
Lisle came to the radio station in May, 
1933, as an Apprentice Operator and 
worked his way up to Assistant Chief 
Operator. 

---000--- 


LANGLEY FIELD'S AMATEUR RADIO STATION 
HANDLES CONSIDERABLE TRAFFIC 
By Norman E. Noll 


Radio DX'ers throughout ‘the country 
have often heard the. humdrum like dot 
and dash system 
tion W3GTS ( 


station was awarded the honor of being 


listed as one of the nation's leading am- 


ateur traffic handlers. 

Owned and _— solely by Private 
First Class, First Class, William H. 
Stull of the Administrative Section, Base 
Pp and First Air Base Squadron, this 
station was organized in 1936 for the 
purpose of standing by and being fully 
prepared for immediate operation in case 
of any emergency. 

The call letters WLMG were assigned by 
the War Department at Washington for the 
use of this station in army amateur work, 
on special —— frequencies, and to as- 
sist station WLM of Washington in admin- 
istrative and message handling, the lat- 
ter being the national net control sta- 
tion for all AARS. 

When it became a member of the Ameri- 


f the amateur radio sta- 


WLMG):, but only recently were yer ided six pla- 
they apprized of the fact that the local | crete cape pond A 


| An important function performed by 

| the Langley station is to train amateur 
{nperators in procedure and to furnish 
|emergency set-ups,in case of any disas- 
ter. Being directly affiliated with 

| the American Red Cross, the medical sur 
|plies, boats and any other outside helt 
|}could be obtained within a short period 
|of time. ; 

| While no local eggs #rey open ttee 

i has been necessary, station WLMG stood 
| by in preparedness for operation during 
| the recent hurricane scare. Then, too, 
| the operator has worked directly in 
‘other disasters, similar to the flood 
|of 1936 that swept Pennsylvania, Connec- 
ij ticut, Maryland, West Virginia, Ohio, 
and many other neighboring states. 

= ---000--- 

| THE TENTH ORDNANCE SERVICE COMPANY 
By Norman E. Noll 

It is now a little more than two — 
‘years since the Tenth Ordnance Service 
‘Company, located at Langley Field, Vir- 
iginia, has established itself among var- 
‘ious units in the General Headquarters 
iAir Force. 

| Headed by Major Edison A. Lynn, Ord- 
inance Department, this unit began its 
|important role at the time of the organ 
ligation of the GHQ Air Force. At that 
i'time it was deemed necessary to furnish 
Ordnance service equivalent to that pro 
vided for the major components of the 

| Army. After a series of conferences be 
| tween various Air Corps and Ordnance 
|representatives, the Tenth Ordnance Cor 
pany began to.render.their service to 
ithe GHQ Air-Force. 


‘toons in the entire company; one at 
‘each of the air bases included in the 
‘organization of the GHQ Air Force. 
‘These six platoons in the organization 
lof the GHQ Air Force are still in ef- 
'fect, the main platoon being at Langley 
‘Wield, Va.3; the Second Platoon at Mit- 
chel Field,N.Y.; b gethirge sf ste = 
Selfridge Field, Mich.; e Four a- 
| toon at’ Metreh Field, Calif.; the Fifth 
‘Platoon at Hamilton Field, Calif. and 


The First Platoon comprised an ini- 
tial strength of one officer and 43 en- 
listed men. In addition to all other 
duties as Air Base and Second Wing Ord- 
inance Officer, Major Edison A. Lynn wa: 
;assigned as commanding officer of this 
| organization. 
his outfit was organized from enlist~ 
led personnel who voluntarily transfer 





can Radio Relay League (organized to band | red to the various platoons from the 


together the amateur radio stations for 
emergency and message handling) ,W3GTS' 


Third Ordnance Service Company, the 
| Sixth Ordnance Maintenance Company, Air 


transmitter was rated at 200 watts oatyas | ane organizations and through re- 


ruiting. 
15- V-7976, A.C. 


the Sixth Platoon at Barksdale Field,La. 
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As soon as the men and officers were 
provided with the basic fundamentals, 


| Maher; 


Sergeants Marvin G. Cooley, John £, 


the necessity for training men to handle | Gillespie, Pete Kovacevich, Fred A. 


the new problems of modern aviation was 
realized and, through the personal ef- 
forts of both Colonel Russell L. Maxwell 
and Major Lynn, the Tenth Ordnance Ser~ 
vice Company School of Aviation Ordnance 
was established. Classes moved under- 
way on October lst, 1937, with a come 
plete feculty of two officers, three 
noncommissioned officers and one civil- 
ian, viz.: Colonel Russell Maxwell, Chief 
Director; Captain Edward P. Mechling, 
Dircctor; Mr. Thomas L. Gaines, ammuni- 
tion inspector of all items pertaining 
to ammunition; Technical Sergeant Robert 
¥. Tokoly, Chief Instructor of the en- 
tire class; Staff Sergeant Francis E. 
Rogan, Instructor of Small Arms, and 
Sergeant Fred Riley, Assistant Instruc- 
tor of Small Arms. 

The extensive bombing with both prac- 
tice and demolition bombs in the fall 
of 1937 presented the Ordnance Depart- 
ment a splendid bee to study 
the technique of bomb service. 

Upon return from the March, 1938, 
Second Wi 
necessary 


uarters May maneuvers throughout the 
ortheastern Section of the United 
States. This exercise called for the 
full participation of the Ordnance mem- 
bers, 25 officers, 80 enlisted men, and 
approximately 40 tracks being employed. 
Bombs were available for Pursuit, and 
Ordnance service was faithfully provid- 
ed at twenty air fields. 

Later, the October Anti-aircraft Exer- 
cises kept the Langley Field Platoon 
busy providing all needed Ordnance ser- 
vice for both Langley Field and the 
Pope Field, N.C., areas. 


Dropping all the cares and worries be- 


hind, members of the 10th Ordnance Ser- 
vice Company recently celebrated "Organi 
zation Day" with a banquet in a us n- 
ent restaurant at Hampton, Va. ‘The 
principal guests included Lieut. Colonel 
Edward Montgomery, Chemical Warfare Of- 
ficer of the Second writ Major Steward 
H, Elliott, Ordnance Officer of Fort 
Monroe, Va.; Major Edison A. Lynn, Sec- 
ond Wing Ordnance Officer; 2nd Lieut. 
Harry R, Melton, Jr., Assistant Air Base 
= of the Peninsula Airdrome; Mr. 
Jefferies, civilian employee of the 
Ordnance Department at Fort Monroe; 
Thomas L, Gaines, Ammunition Inspector 
of the GHQ Air Force, and Warrant Offi- 
cer Henry C. Wathen, 

Members of the First Platoon, Tenth 
Ordnance Service Company, who were pre- 
sent, included: Technical Sergeants 
Ernest Beseler, Robert F. Tokoly; 

Staff Sergeants woe ved R, Fitzwater, 
Lester E, Cummings, George A. Aamold, 


John A, Dolan, Herbert V. Jones, Leroy 
mm 


| Goodwin, 
| William C, Hall, Gunnar Idland, Char 


Exercises in Florida, it was | 
or the Tenth Ordnance Service | 
Company to prepare for the General Head- | 


| Riley; 


Corporals Jake D. Robbins, Stanley J. 


| Shaffer, Nick Zarzeski; 


Privates First Class Samuel W, Barnett, 


| John Dziubek, Charles R, Mills, Harry 
|id&. Powell, George S. Shearin, Harold §S. 


| Smith, Arthur R. Thomas; 

|_ Privates Wilbur W. Boyd, Wright D. 

| Bradshaw, William A, Brown, Robert V. 

| Dimnig, gunmen Dirienz, Joseph A. 

| Drobinski, Paul W. Fowler, Jasper S. 

ank Gusky, Elmer S. re) 
es 


' E, Jackson, Richard C. Jones, Jesse P. 
| King, Bennie Kinley, Cleatis Lambert, 

| Frank Pepe, Earl S, Pierce, Eugene B. 

| Reed, Marley J. Thogmartin and Harry G. 
Williams. 9 


| he Oil Dilution System (From Page 1) 
| 
| 





| One-half hour and lesg than one-half of 
one percent of the oil will be over 
five hours old. It is this effect 

' that makes it meg oenenes, A to change the 
Oil in a hopper type tank, 


Oil Dilution Tests 


Recently a test was run at the Ma- 
'teriel Division to determine the fire 

| hazard created by diluting the oil 
_with gasoline. A BC-1 airplane was 
|used for the purpose. After warming 
'up the engine, the oil dilution valve 
'was held open for seven minutes to ob- 
| tain as severe a condition of oil di- 

| lution as possible. A gasoline-soaked 
|rag was lighted and thrust under the 

| cowling over the engine breather. 

| There was no flame visible under the 

| cowling when the burning rag was remov- 
'ed. A further test was run by dilut- 
|ing the oil as before and igniting the 
| fumes at the breather with a spark plug 
|The fumes ignited and burned at the 





-— breather, although no fire or explosion 


|in the crankcase resulted. On further 

| tests with normal dilution of four 
minutes, no fire could be secured, 

From these tests it was concluded that 
the oil dilution system contributes to 
a fire hazard only in the case of mal- 
functioning of other equipment; for 
example, an oil dilution valve sticking 
'open in combination with a broken ex- 
haust manifold ——* result in a fire. 
Since the engine breather is outside 
the fire wall and cowling of the acces- 
sory i hn og of an airplane, such a 
fire would not necessarily be of seri- 
ous cOnsequences. 

The oil dilution system has been de- 
veloped to meet a vital need of the 
service, It has been proved capable 
of meeting that need, It is possible 
| that improvements in the present ene 
'can be made as difficulties with the 


Continued on Page 17 
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ACTIVITIES AT POPE FIELD, N.C. 


Breaking into the colwme of the Air 
Corps News Letter, after a $e | period 
cf silence, the Correspondent from Pope’ 
Yield, N.C., declares that many inter- - 
esting events have transpired during 
shat period and proceeds to touch upon 
those considered most notable, 

Concerni the air traffic ‘situation 
at Pope Field, he submits $ agpren: mon 
ing that from November 1, 1938, to Janu- 
ary 31, 1939, the enlisted personnel 
serviced a total of 450 transient air-~ 
craft, included among which-were 327 | 
trom the Re a and the National 
Guard. Of the remaining 123 visiting ~ 
ships, 95 were from the Marine Corps, 

18 from the Navy and 10 from neighboring 
Coast Guard bases. "We know," he says 
"that there are other fields that handle 
much more transient traffic, but we feel 
that this is a pretty good number of 
ships, and we are proud of the way in 
which they were handled." 

At the premens time the personnel con- 
sists of 95 members of the 16th Observa-~ 
tion Squadron and 124 members of the 2nd 
Balloon Squadron, However, only two 
flights of the 16th are at Pope Field, 
the third flight being at its neighbor- 
ing field to the south - Fort Benning, 
Georgia, , 

The commissioned personnel at the pre- 
sent time includes 
than-air pilots: Lieut. Colonel Vincent 
B, Dixon, Commanding; Captain R.R. 
Selway, ist Lieuts. B.H. Rice and J.T. 
Mosby, and 2nd Lieutenants (Air Reserve) 
A.L. Logan, M:¥. Peoemnoon ser, N.d, 
Ranck, E,L. Hormell and D. Chalmers. The 
members of the Balloon Squadron are 
Major Neal Creighton and Captain §S, B. 
Edwards. - Two additional cfficers are — 
expected to report in the next month or 


he following heavier- 





| 


so, Major Charles Savage, of the Lighter- 


then 


+ -Air branch, and lst Lieut. George 


Kehoe, Heavier-than-Air. ~ 

In the line of flying equipment, the 
16th Observation Squadron has at the 
present time 3 0-47A's, with two more 
expected to be delivered early in Feb- 
ruary; one C-19, a C-8, a B-l0, a 
BT.281, and a new Grumman OA-9 Amphibian 
due to be delivered sometime in Febru- 
ary, The Balloon Squadron has a type 

C~3 captive balloon in constant service. 
Plans are now being made to have a 
motorized balloon of the C-6 type at 
Pope Field, and already the men of the 
balloon outfit have practically complet- 
ed the helium compression system. 

The Air Corps Station ply has grown 
too big for its present set of quarters, 
so in the near future they will move 
from the one half of 
ing occupied to. 
whole structure wil 
of this activity. 

Bailding projects 
in various places, On January 28 


ar ee, where the. 
be at the disposal 


ar One now be- . 


have been going on | 
’ e 


| ental Army 


; 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
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last, the officers and men with their 
families were invited to a barbecue 
arty at the new Skeet anes Golf 

iving Range and Volleyball Courts, 
These places of recreation will be the 
scene of per! a happy hour in the fu- 
ture, and will furnish entertainment 
and exercise heretofore found lacking. 

In conclusion, the Pope Field Cor- 
respondent wishes to announce to the 
rest of the Air Corps in big bold type 
"that we have a brand new and modernly 
furnished HOTEL D= GINK! We are — 
of this new establishment, which has 
been completed and is adjacent to the 
hangars of Pope Field. We have accom- 
modations for seven persons, with two 
adjoining showers, and a third room. 
that functions as a recreation and re- 
ception room, Won't you come by and 
spent the night athe 

mma O0 woe 


PURPLE HSART DECORATION FOR SGT. SCHULTZ 


Staff Sergeant Steve J. Schultz, of 
the 13th Attack Squadron, 3rd Wing, GHQ 
Air Force, Barksdale Field, La., recent- 
ly received official notification from 
the War Department that he will be 
awarded the Purple Heart for wounds re- 
ceived in action duri the Meuse- 
Argonne offensive, while a Private of 
Company E, 9th Infantry, U.S. Army. 

Sergeant Schultz articipated in the 
Sab tage ony | engagements during the World 
War: Toulon-Troyon; Aisne, Chateau 
Parsee ty | Aisne-Marne, Marbadie, Limey, 
St. Mi fel, and Meuse-Argonne. - 

"It is of interest to note that the 
Order of the Purple Heart is the oldest 
decoration in the history of our mili- 
cory services," declares the Barksdale 
Field Correspondent, "It was originat- 
ed by Genéra Goonee Washington in 
Augae 1782, and first awarded to cer- 
tain officers and men of the Contin- 
for singularly meritorious 
action," . 

--~000--~ 


The 0il Dilution System (From Page 16) 


system develop in the service. It is 
believed, however, that an understand- 
ing of the functioning of the oil dilu- 
tion system will assist in proper dis- 
crimination between malfunctioning of 
the system and other engine ailments 
which have frequently been attributed 
to. the 011 ‘dilution a. 

m=O 0 ——— 





Special Orders of the War Department, 
recently issued, relieves Colonel Hugh 
J. Knerr, Air Corps, from his present 
assignment and duty at Fort Sam Houston, 
Toxas, February 17, 1939, and directs 
that, for the convenience of the Govern- 
ment, he will proceed to his home and 
await retirement. 
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AERIAL GUNNERY BY PURSUITERS IN FLORIDA | states that Friday, January 2Oth, will 


be a long remembered . A fire was 
"B" Flight of the 27th Pursuit Squad- | started, presme iy by cal, tracers 
ron, lst Gems Group, Selfridge Field, | going throuch the back stop of the bore 
Mich., proceeded under the command of sighting target. At first, no one took 
lst Lieut. artery C, Woodbury,Air es Ss, 
ori : 


it serieusly, having ‘had 1ittle previ- 
to Valparaiso, F da, on January 6 | Ous experience with brush fires. Soon, 
a distance of about 850 miles, on an at- however, the fire spread, and a general 
tempted non-stop flight. The flight, 'alarm was turned in, The dry grass, 
however, was interrupted, due to a bag- | aided by a brisk wind, carried the fire 
gage compartment door on one of the | through a wooded area, and at one time 
lanes becoming unfastened, and a land- | the blaze was headed for some ammniti- 
tng was made at Louisville, Ky. At this | tion shacks. All men and officers 
writing, "B" Flight is engaged in an in- B mggpe > in with shovels, and it wasonly 
tensive gunnery program on the range at quick work, along with a change in 
Eglin Field, Valparaiso, Fla. the wind, which prevented the fire from 
4A friendly rivalry in gunnery profici- | reaching the quarters of the personnel, 
ency between "A" and "B" Flights was Personnel of the CCC arrived on the 
created when Major Willis B. Taylor, Air | scene with a truck and spread chemicals. 
Corps, Commanding Officer of the 27th After about two hours’ work, the fire 
Pursuit Squadron, suggested that the was under control, Many witnessed the 
highest scoring flight might be able to | conflagration and cheered and applauded 
go cross-country to the San Francisco the fire fighting efforts. 
Exposition, "We are looking forward to ---000-—~ 
see sOme very interesting scores as a 
result," declared the News Letter Corres- HEAVY AIR TRAFFIC AT BARKSDALE FIELD 


pondent, "A" Flight made preparations 
The Barksdale Field Correspondent 


to leave Florida on or about February 
lst. states that so many stations have had 
their little brag about the volume of 
traffic handled that it seems about 
time that Barksdale should join in the 
chorus. He adds that without any in- 


The scribe of the 94th Pursuit Souad- 
ron, Selfridge Field, writing from Eglin 
Field, Valparaiso, Fla., states that it | tention of committing plagiarism and 
was erroneously reported and published with no fear of misusing the expres- 
in the Air Corps News Letter of January | sion, Barksdale Field has become a 
lst that the men of that Squadron were veritable “Air cross-roads of the 
transported to Eglin Field by truck. | United States." 

Seventeen came by private automobile, 77 During the past calendar year there 
were transported in B-l18A's, under the were serviced at Barksdale Field 3681 
command of Major Connell, He adds: airplanes, 393 of these being Navy 
"This was a real treat to many of us who | planes and 3288 Army planes. Every 
get little air travel. Visibility was station in the Air Corps was represent- 
good. and we stopped at Maxwell Field ed, and practically every National 

or dinner, continuing on to Eglin Field | Guard Air Corps unit, 

in the afternoon, " | Of transient enlisted men of various 

The first week at Eglin Field was spent! classes who remained overnight, there 
in making conditions at the camp live- were over 1200, These were taken care 
able and workable, The pilots were en- (| of in practically every case by the 
gaged in practice firing on aerial tow 79th Pursuit Squadron, which was de- 

argets and ground targets. During the signated as the organization to furnish 
second week, work started in earnest, such accommodations. 
with plenty of activity for all person- "So. it can be seen," the Correspond- 
nel, Record firing started at dawn and «ent states in conclusion, "that the 
continued until dusk. In two weeks of handling of both transient aircraft and 
activity, only one morning's work was transient soldiers has become a large 
interrupted, the weather man putting a and serious proposition for this sta- 
complete stop to all operations. tion," 

Enumerating as present at Valparaiso 
"B" Flight of the 27th Pursuit Squadron, 
"B" Plight of the 17th Pursuit 2 ay 
and Flights "A" and "C" of the 94th Pur- | states that the geet training being 
suit Squadron, the News Letter Correspon-; conducted at Eglin Field, Fla., by "B 
dent declared that these wnits should Flight of the 27th Squadron has been 
complete their course so as to be able | greatly —— by inclement weather 
to return to Selfridge Field about Feb- (and rough air, "A" Flight will proceed 

let. He added that "B" Flight of | to lin Field on the return of "B" 
the 27th completed ine 30 cal. phase of (Flight. Lieut. H.E, Kofahl seems to be 
the aerial gunnery course and turned in | the most accurate gunner of the "B" 
a 631 average for qualifications. 'Flight, he having obtained the highest 

Touching upon an entirely manpec te. | score 80 far, 
incident which occurred during the aerial! ---0000—— 
gunnery practice, the Correspondent 
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The Selfridge Field Correspondent 
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DEMONSTRATION OF LIFE RAFTS 


The 18th Pursuit Group, Wheeler Field, 
T.H., held a demonstration of life rafts 
and life — equipment, just off the 
new Hickam Field pier, on Saturday, Jan- 
vary 14, 1939, All the officers of the 
18th Pursuit Group motored down to 
Hickam Field to witness the exercise. 

Taking part in the demonstration were 
Captain George R. Acheson, lst Lieut. 
R.W. Puryear, 2nd Lieuts. C.D. Vincent, 
R.D. Denson, J.C. Tuell and W.W. Sparks, 
Jr. It was estimated that approximately 
fifty Air Corps officers witnessed the 
demonstration, including General... Walter 
H, Frank, are the 18th Wing, and 
Lieut. Colonel William BE, Lynd, command- 
ing the 18th Pursuit Group, .. 

Each tactical squadron of the 18th 
Purswit Group demonstrated its method of 
rescuing pilots who had been forced down 
at sex, or who had made a parachute jump 
over water. One pilot from each squad- 
ron was rowed out from the pier in turn 
and dived into the water, while his 
squadron officer flew by and dropped him. 
a life raft. Several methods were used. 

The 6th Pursuit Squadron used a one- 
man pneumatic rubber raft folded into a 
metal case, designed by lst Lieut. L.I. 
Davis, that fastened to the bomb rack on 
the F-26 airplane, There was just 
enough air in the boat to keep it afloat, 
and the pilot, Lieut. Puryear, flew low 
over Lieut. Tuell in ‘the waterand re- 
~eased the boat by use of the bomb re- 
Lease handle. Lieut. Tuell tien swam to 
the boat, inflated it with the attached 
Cee bottle and climbed in, 

The same size boat was used by Lieut. 
Vincent, of the 19th Pursuit Squadron, 
in dropping a raft to Lieut. Sparks. 
However, the system designed in the 19th 
Squadron by Corporal Shultz provides for 
the filling of the raft by the C02 bottle 
upon release of the boat from the P-26 
bomb rack. Here a great lesson was 
learned, In this type of equipment the 
raft must be dropped directly up wind of 
‘the man in the water, as the inflated 
boat is very easily drifted by the wind, 
and it was only after a very sustained 
and tiring sprint, amid none too helpful 
Cheers and jeers from the pier, that 
Lieut. Sparks was able to overtake his 
fast drifting raft, 

Captain Acheson, with Staff Sergeant 
Brechtel as passenger, in an A-1l2, threw 
from the rear seat a large five-man rub- 
ber raft. At this point the spectators 
were afforded a bit of amusement, and 
two excellent lessons were very force- 
fully driven home. The raft was dumped 
out by the Sergeant as the plane passed 
over the pilot in the water, and natural- 
-y came to rest some good distance be- 
yond Lieut. Denson, who finally reached 
the raft, as it was not inflated. How- 
ever, due to sheer exhaustion and in an 
effort to inflate the raft hurriedly 


-lp- 


| and get aboard, Lieut. Denson did not 


-|has been stati 


secure the boat to his body in some 
Manner, and the minute the large raft 
was inflated it went sailing away with 
the breeze. The row-boat standing by 
;returned the raft and it was brought to 
the fatigued pilot who, by now, was de- 
pending on his own life vest for sup- 
ort. 
The demonstration was both interest- 
ing and beneficial to.the pilots of 
the 18th Pursuit Group, and they will 
now have more confidence in the life- 
saving equipment should.the occasion 
ever arise to necessitate the use of 
the rafts. 
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Veteran Noncoms. Retire (From Page 7 > 





Sergeant Rout+ started his military 
career in December, 1903, with the loth 
Infantry, transferring to the Air Corps 
| and the 68 
|; ary, 1924. His Air Corps service in- 
| cludes duty with the 68th Service, the 
| 48th School, the 72nd Bombardment 
| Squadrons and, finally, the 46th School 
| Squadron at Randolph Field, where he 
ed since February, 1933. 
| A testimonial dinner was given by the 
| 46th Squadron in honor of the veteran 
| noncommissioned officer, and on Febru- 
lary 4th, a squadron review was held, 
| with Sergeant Routt taking the review 
i along with thé Squadron Commander, 
iMajor Stanton T. Smith, 
~---000--- 


| LIEUT, DENSFORD ONE OF NATION'S 
| BEST PISTOL SHOTS. 





According to press dispatches, lst 
Lieut. Charles F, Densford, Air Corps, 
'on duty at Kelly Field, Texas, with the 
|Gbservation Section, has been named to 

| the select list of the nation's best 
| pistol shots. The National Rifle Asso- 
| clation, governing body of the sport of 
| target shooting, which annually makes 
_ the selection of the year's outstanding 
; handgun experts, Places Lieut. Densford 
'as seventh of the U.S. ..38 caliber 
Marksmen, with a season's average of 
280.45. In building up his high aver- 
| e, he fired in 23 events at four re- 
\8 stered tournaments. . 
| In top position of U.S. shooters is 
| Alfred W, Hemming, Detroit.police offi- 
| cer, whose performance with all three 
| calibers of handguns brought him the 
| All-Around Championship rating. Hemming 
; holds many world records, and is easily 
| the outstanding pistol shot of the 
country today. Falling below Hemming 
'on the All-Around listing is Emmett 
-dcones, member of the Los. Angeles police 
|force, with Charles Askins, handgun 
{wizard of El Paso, Texas, third. To 
‘the Los Angeles group went the lion's 
share of the honors, as the placed 
V-~7976, A.C, 
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th Service Squadron in Febru- 

























seven of their men on the roll of honor, | 
accounting for nine of the thirty places 
making up to | ten in each division. | 

The annual selection is compiled by 
the Natienal Rifle Association on a 
basis of averaged scored fire in all 
registered pistol competition during a 
year, 
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CLASSES ON PRIMARY AND BASIC STAGES AT 
RANDOLPH FIELD COMPLETE COURS2S. 


Class 39-B, Randolph Field's twenty- =! 
second class on the Basic Stage, complet- 
ed training and will transfer to Kel y 
Field, Texas, for the final four months' ' 
of instruction at the Advanced Flying 
School, about February 25th, it has been}: 
announced. Entering Randolph Field last 
July with almost 3 Flying Cadets and 
Student Officers, tris 
Class in succession to complete the 
Basic Stage without a serious accident 
or fatality. Due to the unusually fine 
weather that has prevailed since the 
start of both the Basic Class and the | 
Primary Class (39-C), the schedule of 
flying instruction has been caught up 
with and passed. 

The present Basic class is composed 
of four student officers, four foreign 
students, and 158 Flying Cadets, a total 
of 166 student pilots. 

Meanwhile, a on the Primar 
Stage will end on February 14th - also 
ahead of schedule. Of the 336 student 
officers and Flying Cadets who started 
training on the Primary Stage last Octo- 
ber, +) | pms ped 227 of them have suc-: 
cessfully completed the first four 
months' work and will be transferred to 
the Basic Stage. This number, compris- 
ing more than 67% of those who actually 
started training, constitutes one of tne 
highest records attained at Randolph 
Field in the matter of students success- 
fully completing the Primary Stage. This 
class also completed its training with- 
out accident to mar its record, 

More than 18,000 hours will have been 
flown by the Primary Class when the 
course ends, and more than 20,000 hours 
will have been flown on the Basic Stage, | 
all for a grand total of more than . 
38,000 hours, with only a few damaged 
wing tips and an occasional bent propel- 
ler blade on the work sheet of the Aero 
Repair, 
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(Continued from Page 15) 


trade wind coming over the Koolaus at 
right angles to the course. Up and down, 
drafts seem to alternate and provide no | 
end of trouble for the bombing teams. | 
However, the experience gained under } 
these conditions more than compensates | 
for any possible adverse effect on the 
bombing scores. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
Training by the 5th Bombardment Group | 
| 


\‘the tanker ESSO BAYTOWN. 


s the second | 
{ 


' proceed to the rescue. 


1 D.C., and finally at Langley Fi 


LANGLEY FIELD AIRMEN'S READINESS TO 
AID "CAVALIER" SURVIVORS. 


Shortly after midnight of Jan 


' 22nd, Major &.E. Glenn, Executive Offi- 


cer of the Second Wing at Langley Field, 
announced he had received information 
from the. Pan-American Airways that sev- 
eral survivors of the stricken flying 
boat "Cavalier" had been picked up by 
He said that, 
due to the rescue, a proposed flight of 
seven B-17 "Flying Fortresses" schedul- 
ed to have taken off at 6:30 in the 
morning was cancelled, - 

The mission was to have been led by 
Major Harold EH. George. Each plane was 
to have carried nine men, and life 
rafts were to be dropped in the event 
any survivors were located. The flight 
had been fully orzanized and was ready 
to take off at a moment's notice, if 
needed. 

The flight preparations included ar- 


| rangements for two-way. communication 


with the Langley Airdrome and the Coast 
Guard, whereby the latter agency might 
be notified .so that nearby ships could 
1e life rafts 
were provided, it wes explained, be- 


' cause of information received to the 
' effect that the passengers of the 


Maal were provided only with life 
elts. 
Flying a B-17, Major Vincent .J. Meloy 


_ had taken off from the airdrome at 


five o'clock the previous day to go to 


| the rescue of the "Cavalier" survivors, 
' He took off after notification was giv- 


en by the airline company that the air 


' liner had been forced down about 180 
miles off the coast. 


When Major Meloy 
we about 150 miles out on the mission 
of mercy, another communication from 


_ the airline company gave the position 
of the "Cavalier" about 300 miles due 


east of Langley Field. It was then 
that Major Meloy was ordered to return 


| to the airdrome, because of bad weather 
, conditions, 


He was about 20° to 30 
miles suort of his objective. He re- 


| turned to Langley Field at 8:30 p.m, 
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| THS LANGLEY FIELD AMATEUR RADIO STATION 


Supplementing the article on the abovc 


| subject on page 15 of this issue, it ma 
| be stated that at present plans are bei. 
i made for the construction of portable 


equipment for use in an emergency, and 
which could be moved to the vicinity of 
a disaster on short notice and set up 
for immediate use. 

For the past ten years, Private Stull 
has been operating amateur radio sta- 
tions, first at Williamsport, Pa., and 
then at Honolulu, Hawaii; peregern. Paye 

eld, Va. 
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